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April 25, 2023 Minutes for Hubbardston Board of Health 

 

1) Call to order at 7:05 pm 

a. Attendees: 

i. Cathy Hansgate, Chair 

ii. Colleen Higgins 

iii. Laurie DeMalia 

iv. Liz Putelis 

v. Nathan Boudreau 

vi. Nancy Perron (for minutes) 

vii. Judie O’Donnell - absent 

2) Review and approval of April 11, 2023 meeting minutes 

a. 10F - Nation to National 

i. Cathy motioned to approve 

ii. Liz seconded 

iii. All in favor 

3) Covid 19/Flu/Maven update – Cathy heard about new Covid strain over the radio from head of Mass 

Memorial.  Five percent of cases in the United States are from India.  Vaccination still works.  Highly 

transmissible. Symptoms are not worse than previous Covid strains. Similar to a cold. They are still 

encouraging people to get vaccinated. If the board continues with MPHN, we could have a Flu clinic in the 

fall.  BOH is in process of getting grant money, which covers flu clinics in the region.  This is worth 

continuing $600.00 membership but uncertain the $1,000.00 commitment to have Maven coverage is a 

value.  Laurie would like to get funding to start up vaccine clinics.  Each vaccine costs $75.00.  No Maven 

updates.  Cathy has name of individual as well as email.  Cathy will reach out to her.  We are not receiving 

reports for our money spent. 

4) Title V Reports - None 

5) Water Tests - None 

6) Permits to be voted on/signed 

a. 40 Healdville Road, Nathan Silkey – Well Permit for new construction – already has building permit 

b. 23 Natty Pond Road, Andrew Loescher – Well Permit, current well is not providing enough water 

c. Reviewed by board and signed off by Cathy 

7) Open septic plans/Engineering plans review 

a. 8 Malone Road – Approved remotely by Phil L 4/25 – Phil signed physical copy on 5/9/23 

i. Cathy motioned to approve 

ii. Colleen seconded 

iii. All in favor 

b. 16 New Templeton – Septic repair – Septic plan reviewed and signed by Phil L in November 

i. Cathy motioned to approve 

ii. Laurie seconded 

iii. All in favor 

8) Old Business: 

a. BOH regulations, create list of fees and fines – tabled until complete review of regs 

b. Cannabis odor update/Joint public meeting has been posted – Cathy left message with Cannabis 

Control Commission to find out if there were any odor complaints that went directly to the state office.  

Cathy checked with Kris Monroe and he thought it was a good avenue.  Both owners plan on attending 

the May 3rd meeting.  



c. Health nurse – Waiting for Worcester County Court House to give the board a copy of final paperwork 

that was done in 1995.  Town will save money if we have our own nurse. 

d. MAHB legal handbook – copies in office, take off agenda 

e. Holden Hospital Account update – (See 8c) 

f. Local Regulations 2023 draft review - postpone 

9) New Business 

a. Thank you letter from Mass Dept of Public Health – Reviewed by board members 

b. Updated Permitted Septic Haulers to town website – informed board members this list is on the town 

website. 

c. Unexpected subjects 

i. Nate here to discuss the Board of Health/Building files that are to be shredded.  

Discussion ensued with Cathy stating the Board of Health was not informed and did not 

understand that the Secretary of State for Massachusetts had to sign off on any documents 

that would be shredded.  Nate is willing to keep paperwork but would restrict access.  

Laurie suggested that the original paperwork be offered to property owners.  Nate stated 

he would not have staff to handle the distribution.  Laurie stated that members of the 

BOH could make weekend time available for distribution if residents would like their 

files.  Nate will know in a couple of weeks when he will receive the document to approve 

the files to be shredded.  This matter is on hold until the Board of Health receives the 

document of items to be shredded.  Nate will be writing a policy in the future regarding 

the process for scanning and destroying records. 

ii. Cathy mentioned Worcester State to provide interns, who could help with scanning.  Nate 

suggested we cannot rely on interns. 

iii. Cathy mentioned the testing for the landfill by Mark Popham is over $9,000.00 per year.  

It is to be tested twice yearly.  Mr. Meagher mows twice per year for a total of $560.00 

per year.  The landfill is the towns but the land is owned by DCR.  Cathy suggests there 

is a special fund that could possibly be used.  It is regional funding.  Testing will extend 

much further into the future because of Pfas.  Nate and Cathy will work together to reach 

out to the group that has the special funding to see if they might take over. 

iv. Laurie would like to get a generator for the school so the school can be used as a shelter.  

Laurie suggests looking for a grant.  Nate says this is on the front of his “to do” list and 

comes under the COOP plan. 

v. 85 Gardner Road – structure should be condemned due to the fact the house is in a 

hazardous condition. Cathy will post no trespassing signs.  She will have police escort her 

to the property. 

1. Cathy motioned for approval to put “no trespassing” signs up 

2. Colleen seconded 

3. All in favor 

vi. Nate gave an update on Open Gov.  There was a zoom meeting with employees from 

Open Gov a few weeks ago to give input on the program.  Nate informed them that, if 

there is not more training, the town will be looking for a new program to use.  The 

meeting was helpful in gaining knowledge of Open Gov. 

vii. Applicant for septic loan – Cathy and Nancy will work on this 

10) Complaints 

a. 248 Gardner Road – remains open – Dumpsters are overflowing.  Cathy wants to write a letter of 

concern regarding the trash and all the vehicles as there are over 30 vehicles and 3 RV’s.  Nate asked 

to hold as the Building Inspector needs to be involved.  A meeting will be scheduled on a Monday 

from 3-6.  All involved boards will be asked to attend.  Cathy suggests sending a letter to the bank that 

holds the mortgage. 

b. 91 Hale Road - remain open, waiting for town to take over property 

11) Turnovers/Warrants for approval/Financial Reports 

a. Invoice from Phil Leger in amount of $500 

b. Nancy Perron requests roll of stamps from USPS in amount of $63.00 

i. Cathy motioned to approve 

ii. Colleen seconded 

iii. All in favor 

12) Next meeting date will be May 9, 2023 at 7:00 pm 
13) Adjournment at 8:42 pm 



 

 

 

 


