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Town of Hubbardston 

Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Location:  7 Main Street, Library Basement, Hubbardston, MA  01452   

NOTE:  The location mentioned on the posted agenda was the Slade Building.  Due to a dual-booking of 
that site, the Planning Board moved to the Library Basement with appropriate notation on the Slade 
Building door to direct interested parties to the correct location. 

Date:  Wednesday, August 21, 2019 

 

Members Present:  Alice Livdahl (Chair), Bill Homans, Francois Steiger, John DeMalia 

Members Absent:  Craig Boissoneau 

Other Attendees:  Christina Sutcliffe (Admin), Mark Kataisto, Kristen Bonvan, William Murray, Jane 
Frederico, Ann Smith, Erik Fleming, James Talvy, Clark James 

 

 

CALL TO ORDER (6:31 pm)  “This meeting is being broadcast and digitally recorded.” 

NOTE:  Call to Order and Adjourn times are specific times of the meeting start and end times.  Any 
times listed as “Time Stamp” within the minutes are those taken from the YouTube video of the 
meeting.  

 

Orders of Business:   

1. Public Comments – The Chair invited public comment and no member of the public chose to 
speak. 

2. Minutes Approval of August 7, 2019 – The Chair notes that these minutes were not completed 
in time for this meeting. 

3. Action Items 
a. Kataisto Decision Review / Approval 

 Chair introduces this item with a concept of 1) that the application had been 
approved  2) that the board is here to accomplish the completion of the decision 
3)  that a draft was circulated with the understanding that proposed changes 
would be submitted before this meeting 

 Mr. Murray of Places Associates reviews the changes to the draft including:   
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1. the notations regarding the requirement of a police detail (item #18) as 
deemed necessary by the flow of traffic 

2. the stipulation that if the material being brought in comes from 
anywhere other than the Erving paper mill that the Planning Board needs 
to be notified (item #28).  Board discussion ensues to ensure clarity of 
this point. 

3. the inclusion of a junk removal provision (item #31 and #39) 
 Mr. Murray also circulates an email from Casella Organics received at 3:30 pm 

that afternoon with their comments. 
 The Chair invites questions from the board and the board has no additional 

questions. 
 Clark James speaks for Casella Organics and addresses three items (from the 

circulated email):  
1. Trucking non-material outside the operational window (item #21).  Board 

discussion ensues.  The board agrees that they may bring in non-biosolid 
material for site prep outside of the operational window. 

2. The police detail, which they feel was already adequately discussed by 
Mr. Murray earlier. 

3. The number of inspections required.  Board discussion ensues and the 
number of inspections is maintained. 

 Board reviews draft for final approval. 
 Bill Homans makes a MOTION to “accept the decision with the corrections and 

amendments.”  John DeMalia SECOND’s.  ALL IN FAVOR. 
(Time Stamp 51:30) 

4. New Business 
a. Correspondence 

 Bonvan Cannabis Email – Kristen Bonvan present to question the board on the 
steps for a cannabis farm in Hubbardston.  Discussion of steps. 
(Time Stamp 

5. Matters Not Reasonably Anticipated by Chair –  
a. Administrative Matters –  

 This item is to be added to the agenda going forward. 
 Signatures gotten from the board for the Worcester registry. 
 Signatures gotten from the board for approval of monthly expenditures. 

6. Old Business  
a. 91 Williamsville Road – Report from Places Associates - Discussion (See Attachment #3) 

 Discussion of history of the site. 
 Discussion of new owners and Mr. Murray’s site walk. 
 Discussion of ownership of property and bond – Mr. Murray still in 

communication to discern final points of this matter. 
 Discussion of berm and landscaping. 
 Bill Homans makes a MOTION to require the owners of 91 Williamsville Road “to 

provide us a detailed plan of the berm, front screenings, the plantings, and the 
gate for our October 2nd meeting following the recommendations of Bill Murray’s 
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report.”  John DeMalia SECOND’s.  Francois Steiger brings up the concept that 
this is along a Scenic Road and that any plan should ensure that the end products 
adheres to the surrounding properties.  Bill Homans then incorporates a  
FRIENDLY AMMENDMENT that the owners will also “comply with the Scenic 
Road bylaw” in correcting the plantings and stone wall.  John DeMalia SECOND’s 
the AMMENDED MOTION.  The board asks that the Admin send out a letter 
detailing this instruction and that Mr. Murray follows up.  ALL IN FAVOR. 

7. Other items on “Old Business” to be reviewed at a later meeting (due to time constraints). 
8. The Kataisto draft was completed by Bill Murray as the meeting progressed and printed by the 

Admin for signature (see FINAL copy, Attachment #4). 
9. Mark Kataisto asks about signs having to do with the provisions of the decision.  Discussion 

ensues. 

 
MOTION to ADJOURN (8:03 pm):  Francois Steiger 

 SECOND:  John DeMalia 
 All In Favor 

 

Action Items: 

1- Admin to email owners of 91 Williamsville Road with instruction for new plans to be presented 
at the October 2nd meeting. 

 

Minutes Recorded by:  Christina Sutcliffe (Planning Board Administrative Assistant) 

 

These minutes were approved by vote of the board with one modification on October 2, 2019. 

 

Attachments:   

1. Agenda 
2. Attendance Sheet 
3. Places Associates 91 Williamsville Road Report (page 1 only – for complete 6-page file please 

see Planning Board Office) 
4. Kataisto Decision – FINAL (page 1 only – for complete 10-page file please see Planning Board 

Office) 
 

NOTE:  Attachments are digitally inserted representations of available files.  For original documents, 
see Planning Board Office. 
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Attachment #1:  Meeting Agenda 
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Attachment #2:  Attendance Sheet 
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Attachment #3:  Places Associates Report on 91 Williamsville Road (page 1 only) 
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Attachment #4:  Kataisto FINAL Decision 
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