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Town of Hubbardston 

Planning Board Meeting Minutes 

 

Location:  7 Main Street, Slade Building, Hubbardston, MA  01452   

Date:  Monday, July 29, 2019 

 

Members Present:  Alice Livdahl (Chair), Bill Homans, Francois Steiger  

Members Absent:  Craig Boissoneau 

Other Attendees:  Christina Sutcliffe (Admin), Ryan McLane, Ed Blanchard; Board of Selectmen 
Members: Jeff Williams, Patrick Girouard, Richard Haddad; Finance Committee Members: Susan Rayne, 
Charles Reed, Shannon Erb, Joshua Lerner, David Conaghan 

 

CALL TO ORDER (6:31 pm)  This meeting was called to order by Jeff Williams, Vice-Chair of the Board of 
Selectmen.  “This meeting is being broadcast live and digitally recorded.” 

NOTE:  Call to Order and Adjourn times are specific times of the meeting start and end times.  Any 
times listed as “Time Stamp” within the minutes are those taken from the YouTube video of the 
meeting.  

 

Orders of Business:   

1. Following Opening of Meeting by Jeff Williams, Vice-Chair of the Selectmen, and a Call for 
Public Comments or Announcements (none), the Joint Meeting is Opened as a “Committee of 
the Whole” 

2. Interview of Applicant for Planning Board Member Position – John DeMalia (see Attachment #3) 
a. Explanation of duration of term – an appointed member fills the vacancy until the next 

election (June 2020).  Following that election, the member in this Planning Board 
Member position would then be elected for a one-year term (until June of 2021) at 
which point they could run for a five-year term (as all Planning Board Member positions 
are in a five-year election rotation). 

b. It is announced that Joshua DuBois, a previous candidate for the position of Planning 
Board member, withdrew his interest in the full member position and would like to be 
considered ONLY for the Associate Member position. 

c. John DeMalia is invited to speak to his candidacy before the Joint Boards.   
d. John DeMalia introduces himself, explains his history with and investment in the town, 

and states his interest in becoming a Planning Board member. 
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e. Board members question candidate: 
 Alice Livdahl asks what experience Mr. DeMalia brings to the board:  He 

responds that he has no Planning Board experience but he explains he has 
business experience running two businesses in town and that he has studied the 
bylaws. 

 Ed Blanchard gives a recommendation of the applicant. 
f. Jeff Williams asks for further comment (none) and closes discussion, requesting a 

MOTION.  Bill Homans makes a MOTION “that we appoint John to the five-year open 
position to be filled for a year.”  Francois Steiger SECOND’s.  Both boards vote together, 
each member getting one vote.  ALL (of both boards) IN FAVOR. 
(Time Stamp 5:40) 

g. The remainder of the meeting (including MOTION TO ADJOURN) is contained within the 
Board of Selectmen’s Meeting Minutes for January 29, 2019. 
 

Action Items: 

1- None 

 

Minutes Recorded by:  Christina Sutcliffe (Planning Board Administrative Assistant) – Not present, 
minutes completed from Recording 

 

These minutes were approved by vote of the board on August 7, 2019. 

 

Attachments:   

1. Agenda 
2. Attendance Sheet 
3. John DeMalia’s Letter of Interest 

 
 

NOTE:  Attachments are digitally inserted representations of available files.  For original documents, 
see Planning Board Office. 
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Attachment #1:  Meeting Agenda 
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Attachment #2:  Attendance Sheet 
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Attachment #3:  John DeMalia’s Application and Interest Letter (2 pages) 
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